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1 August, 2012 

Gold medal for Victorian queer scholars 

Olympic medalist Daniel Kowalski has hailed the three Victorian students granted scholarships from the Pinnacle 

Foundation’s “heroes” at an event in Melbourne. 

The swimming champion, who came out post-retirement in 2010, said he always felt he was being held back while 

in the closet. 

“It took me a long time post-retirement to be me and accept me and to share that with the people I love,” he told 

people attending the event hosted by corporate queer group, Pride@NAB network at NAB Academy in the 

Docklands. 

“But you really are the true heroes, this is just the next part of your story,” he said addressing Laura Partington, 

Lindsay Stewart and Liberal Arts student Lee. 

The three scholars were part of a 14-strong group of university and VCE students across Australia who received 

study grants and were matched with a mentor by the Pinnacle Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation created 

specifically to assist young and disadvantaged GLBTIQ people. 

Each of the students addressed the crowd and told their story, all of which were very moving.  

Stewart, one of three transgender scholars, this year, thanked Pinnacle Foundation, and said she could not have 

finished her high school education without the financial help granted to her. 

Partington, studying Certificate IV in Youth Work at TAFE, praised her mentor Lauren Oliver for her guidance, 

explained how rewarding her recent youth work placement has been and thanked the Foundation for “believing in 

me”.  

Lee, another transgender student, brought the room close to tears with his harrowing story of family dysfunction 

and hardship, but also his quiet, courageous determination to succeed in his personal transition and attain his 

Diploma of Liberal Arts from Swinburne University. 

Pinnacle Foundation executive director Sean Linkson said “It was a powerful thing seeing the vulnerability of our 

young Pinnacle scholars, but so heartening to know that their determination and resilience was being supported 
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and rewarded by our scholarships and mentors.  Getting recognition by a big bank like NAB and its Pride@NAB 

employee network shows a true commitment to diversity and social responsibility.  We are very proud to have 

their support.” 

For more information visit: www.thepinnaclefoundation.org  
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