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Where are the lesbian mentors hiding? 

 

Australia’s only scholarship program for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer or questioning 

(LGBTIQ) students is on a mission to attract more professional lesbians to join as mentors.  

The Pinnacle Foundation, an organisation run by volunteers and funded by community donations, awards 

scholarships to GLBTI students in need and matches them with mentors in their chosen profession. 

But while more than half of its scholarships were given to lesbians this year, only 23% of registered mentors were 

lesbians. Pinnacle wants to redress the imbalance. 

“It seems there is low awareness about what we offer and the engagement of successful lesbians to support the 

next generation of lesbians,” said Susan Brooks Chair of the Selection Panel. 

“Part of what we can offer to aspiring young lesbians completing their academic studies is our life and work 

experiences through mentoring. Wisdom that we have gained over many years of striving to be successful. Making 

the right decisions early in life can set them up for a successful career,” she said.    

The challenges faced by young GLBTIQ students can be substantial and devastating. 

 “The sudden and complete withdrawal of both financial and emotional support of my parents was a direct 
response to the realisation on their part that I had a partner who was a female. The situation has escalated 
exponentially over time, …I am without my parent’s encouragement and support, which leaves me crippled with 
self doubt.” - 19 year old lesbian Pinnacle applicant. 

But Pinnacle scholars acknowledge the positive benefits of all facets of the program with inspirational testimonials. 

“Pinnacle has seemingly scooped me up from the floor, dusted me off, handed me some hope and given me a 
gentle shove back in the right direction. They have patched up some holes where my self-esteem obviously fell 
out, and are doing their damnedest to make sure that my potential stays firmly in my pocket, and doesn’t self-
destruct in a moment of panic. Pinnacle has given me gifts that most students take for granted; encouragement, 
support, confidence, hope, financial stability and the ability to believe in myself.” - 23 year old lesbian Pinnacle 
scholar 
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Successful professional lesbians can help the next generation of lesbian students by: 

 Registering as a potential mentor. A self-check assessment and registration form is available on our 

website; and 

 Consider financial support options – from a one off donation to funding a dedicated scholarship and 

bequests to honour a partner or relationship. 

 

 “No matter which way you choose to become involved you will be helping young, high-potential lesbians to 

reclaim their own self-worth through education, making certain that The Pinnacle Foundation can continue its 

mission of providing scholarships, mentoring and hope well into the future,” said Brooks. 

For more information visit: www.thepinnaclefoundation.org  
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