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MEDIA RELEASE 

24 February 2012 

 

PINNACLE FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 2012 SCHOLARS 

 

Fourteen young LGBTIQ students from across Australia will benefit from scholarships from The 

Pinnacle Foundation in 2012. The recipients were announced at an event in Sydney hosted by 

Accenture and attended by patrons Hon. Michael Kirby and Kerryn Phelps AM.  

The Pinnacle Foundation was established in 2009 to provide scholarships and mentoring to 

LGBTIQ youth who are marginalised or disadvantaged because of their sexual orientation. In 

2010, two students received scholarships. In 2011, there were nine grants made.  

In 2012, 14 young LGBTIQ people will receive scholarships and mentors from The Pinnacle 

Foundation. 

The Pinnacle Foundation co-founder Sean Linkson praised this year’s recipients for their 

determination to excel and commitment to their studies. 

“This is a fantastic result and it is satisfying to see so many LGBTIQ students successfully dealing 

with challenges as they endeavour to excel in their studies,” Linkson said. “This achievement 

will create considerable motivation to really shine in their chosen career.” 

In the latest round of scholarships, applications grew by 160% with a 66% increase in the 

number of scholarships awarded. Linkson said these figures underscored the importance of 

supporting young LGBTIQ people in helping them become the future leaders of the community.  

“Too often, those of us who have made it through life forget there’s a younger generation that 

still need our help,” Linkson said. 

“We are rapidly reaching Australia-wide coverage now we have funded scholars living in five 

states,” Linkson added. “We are also developing regional committees throughout the country 

to build greater awareness of the work of The Pinnacle Foundation.” 

“Our challenge this year continues to be to attract more donors and mentors to our cause so 

that we can have an even bigger award of scholarships in 2013 and beyond. Putting back into 

our community is what it is all about.” 
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THE PINNACLE FOUNDATION 2012 SCHOLARS 

Lucy Bonanno,18, will commence Bach. Science (Medical Science) at University of Technology, 
Sydney. Lucy intends to work for an international aid organisation on completion. 

Audrey Cremer,17, will commence Law/Arts at University of Sydney.. Audrey intends to be a 
community worker. 

Isobel Connell, 18, is doing a double major in psychology and teaching at Macquarie University 
and was also a 2011 Pinnacle scholar. Isobel intends to make a powerful contribution in the 
community field. 

Suzie Day, 21, is undertaking Arts (Library and Corp.Info. M’ment) at Curtin University, Perth. 
Suzie intends to be a school librarian. 

Harriet Horsfall, 19, is studying Bach of Justice (Law & Criminology) at Queensland University of 
Technology, Brisbane. Aims to pursue an academic career in social justice. 

Nathan Li, 20, is undertaking a Bach. Arts/Law at University of Sydney. Nathan aims to pursue a 
career in human rights. 

Jack Metcalf, 21, is studying Bach. Science (Health and Exercise) at University of Western 
Australia, Perth intends to establish her own fitness business. 

Veronica Mason, 22, is continuing a Bach. Arts/Law University of New South Wales, Sydney and 
was a 2011 Pinnacle scholar. She aims to pursue a career in human rights either in Australia or 
internationally. 

Laura Partington, 19, will commence Youth Work at RMIT University TAFE Victoria and intends 
to be a youth worker, preferably in our community. 

Brodie Mc Gee, 23, is undertaking a Bach. Education/Arts Flinders University, Adelaide. Brodie 
intends to be a secondary teacher in the public education system. 

Ashleigh Scriven, 21, is undertaking Bach. Medical Radiation Science – Diagnostic Radiography 
at Newcastle University and intends to be a Head Sonographer. 

Lindsey Stewart, 18, is Geelong-based and completing his HSC year and is keen to pursue a 
legal career as an advocate. 

Lee Taube, 20, is studying and aims to Liberal Arts at Swinburne University as an entry into 
Social Science degree majoring in psychology. 

Steven Walker, 23, will commence Social Sciences at University of New South Wales, Sydney 
and intends to work in community development. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE PINNACLE FOUNDATION 

Established in 2009, The Pinnacle Foundation provides scholarships and mentoring to LGBTIQ 
youth who are marginalised or disadvantaged because of their sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. It was created by a group of friends who saw a big need in the 
LGBTIQ community that was not being met. 

ABOUT THE 2012 APPLICATIONS 

 Over 50 expressions of interest were received which resulted in 32 applications being 
accepted and 14 applicants receiving funding  

 Of the successful applicants 53% are from lesbians, 27% from gay men and 20% from 
transgender students 

 Average age of successful applicants was 19 years  

 80% of scholars experienced hostile or difficult family environments. All scholars were 
able to demonstrate that they had been disadvantaged or marginalized 

 Average funds sought was $4140  

 Average funds granted was $2220 

 Main purpose of grants: acquisition of computers, text books, uniforms, professional 
equipment, and tuition/union fees (non HECS) 

For more information on The Pinnacle Foundation, go to www.thepinnaclefoundation.org  

- ENDS - 

Media Contact:  

Susan Brooks 
The Pinnacle Foundation Management Committee Spokesperson  
0419 295 717  
susan@thepinnaclefoundation.org  
 
LGBTIQ = lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer/questioning 
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